
August 20, 2020 

Hello St. Bernard families, 

Happy August to you and your family.  We hope this Religious Education information packet 

finds you well as you prepare for a school year unlike any other.   

Before we dig into the details of the upcoming RE year, we wanted to provide you with a 

staffing update, if you haven’t already heard the news.  At the beginning of August, Kevin 

Sullivan changed positions here at St. Bernard’s, to focus on adult education and 

evangelization.  We’re excited to have him in that new role and feel as though it fits him well.  

That being said, we’ve hired a new staff member, Zoe Bernard, to take over middle school and 

high school formation and outreach.  Zoe is from the area, growing up in Sun Prairie, but most 

recently found herself on the holy grounds of Camp Gray.  We’re thrilled to welcome her to our 

staff and know that she’ll bring plenty of youthful energy to the parish. 

As you likely guessed, the upcoming RE year will not look quite like it has in the past.  In early 

August, we attended a meeting with Bishop Hying and the diocesan staff to learn about their 

vision for parish RE programs.  “Since formation of the whole person in the knowledge and 

practice of the Faith is accomplished most effectively in person, and, since this formation of our 

youth is such an important part of our mission…” it is the desire of the Bishop that “…all 

parishes should plan to provide in-person faith formation for both grade school and high 

school students beginning in the fall according to the typical schedule for the parish.”  

However, we are also very aware of the circumstances of Dane County and the local districts 

that we mainly serve.  After much thought, prayer, and discussion, we have come to a model 

that we hope serves our parish community while still honoring the desires of our Bishop.  That 

being said, we intend on having a hybrid model of RE.  Students will meet in-person 

approximately every three sessions and will do work at home the other two sessions.   

For elementary students that will be in the form of their textbook and perhaps a worksheet.  

Middle school and high school students will have a virtual (online) format for their at-home 

weeks.   



Due to the nature of the elementary program, and no two grades covering the same topic on 

any given day, we simply arranged that in-person schedule to best fit which days would most 

easily lend themselves to more complicated lessons or activities.  The simpler chapters are left 

for at-home.  Each week we’ll see two-three grades for the elementary program.  All middle 

schoolers go through the same program and material, so they will simply rotate through every 

third week.  High school students will attend every other session in-person.  Students entering 

a sacrament year will receive information regarding their preparation once registered. 

We realize you have a lot of schedules to balance and that this is not an incredibly straight-

forward method.  However, we hope that we can all learn together and be open to this new 

format for the year. 

Included in this registration packet you’ll find the schedules for all programs, as well as a 

registration form, our new COVID policies, and a statement of receipt and agreement (SRA) 

regarding those policies.  As you’ll see they mostly reflect the Dane County regulations at this 

time.  Please return the registration form and SRA (the colored pages) by Tuesday, 
September 8th.  During this time we ask for your patience, flexibility and openness to this 

hybrid model.  We will do everything in our power to make classes a safe experience for the 

children and teachers and we ask that you work with us to make this a positive faith-filled year. 

Peace, 

Jenna Ripp     Zoe Bernard 

DRE, PreK-gr. 5    DRE, gr. 6-12 

jenna@stbmidd.org    zoe@stbmidd.org
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